
October 4, 2016 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were in 

attendance.   

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions/deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Redland made a 

motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted 

in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 15th Board of Commissioners 

meeting.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson addressed the board concerning the April 5, 2016 board minutes, citing that the State 

Auditor’s felt there was a need for amending the minutes to clarify what bids were being rejected.  After 

discussion, Donna was asked to bring suggested wording back to the next meeting for approval.   

Garry Johanson, Environmental Service Officer, presented the new County Emergency Operations Plan that he 

has spent considerable time preparing working with Homeland Security Emergency Management.   After fielding 

questions from the board, Garry asked the Board Chair to sign the Emergency Operations Plan.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to approve the plan.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

Mr. Johanson also informed the board of a Homeland Security Emergency Management joint management 

meeting held yesterday with reference to the August 28th storm damage and hopes of recovering some of the 

costs of the storm damage.  Garry also informed the board that he would be traveling to Granite Falls today to 

attend the MACPZA conference.   

Chairman Jacobson presented a resolution to reappoint Jill Murray as the Norman County Assessor for a four (4) 

year term commencing January 1, 2017.   The motion to reappoint Ms Murray as assessor for Norman County 

was made by Commissioner Redland, and duly seconded by Commissioner Hall.  Upon roll call vote, all voted in 

favor and County Resolution 10-04-2016-1 was adopted unanimously.  A copy of this resolution is on file in the 

Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson requested board action authorizing the Sale of Land Forfeited to the State of 

Minnesota.  The request included the classification as non-conservation land, approval of basic sale prices, 

stated that the sale would be published for two consecutive weeks and notices would be mailed to all 

landowners with adjoining properties.  It further stated that the sale was scheduled for 10:00 a.m. on October 

20, 2016, to be held at the County Courthouse, Commissioners Room, 16 East Third Ave, in Ada.   Commissioner 

Hall made a motion to approve the sale of forfeited lands as presented.  Commissioner Redland seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

Sarah Kjono, Public Health Director, and Kelsey Borgen of the NMPH staff, presented the board with a County 

Breastfeeding Policy which is mandated by state statute M.S. 181.939 for employee and public use.  After 

discussion, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the breast feeding policy for Norman County.  

Commissioner Redland duly seconded the motion, and on vote taken was unanimously passed.   

Kelsey then shared with the board information from the Emergency Preparedness Conference she attended 

earlier this year, and requested permission from the board to apply for an Enbridge Grant to use for emergency 

preparedness training.  The board consensus was that the department head could authorize the application 

process and if and when a grant was awarded, approval for acceptance of the grant would be needed from the 

board.    

Ms Kjono also informed the board of changes in the federal MIECHV funding (Maternal, Infant, and Early 

Childhood Home Visiting) competitive grant process.   

Sarah then addressed the board as to the possibility of her department relocating into space available in the old 

city hall building.   Ms Kjono stated that she and Commissioner Hall had looked at the office space which totals 

1960 sq ft which could rent for $600 per month plus utilities.   After much discussion, the commissioners stated 

that they would like to see utility numbers from the City of Ada.   Several commissioners stated that they would 

like to see the property and Commissioner Hall stated that she would see if she could coordinate a showing after 

the meeting today.   

Jerilyn Swenson, County Highway Engineer, and Bob Ramstad, Supervisor of County Infrastructure, entered the 

board meeting.  Ms Swenson updated the board on the construction projects through the county, stating that 



Knife River Materials has completed the paving throughout the county, and that overall the construction has 

gone well.  Shouldering is yet to be done as well as rumbles, signage and striping.   

Bob Ramstad led a discussion on gravel purchase from the Skaurud pit, stating that a contractor has contacted 

him regarding purchasing crushed gravel from him with an asking price of $7.28 per cubic yard, which is equal to 

$5.20 per ton.  After discussion Mr. Ramstad suggested a counter offer of $4.25 per ton which is equal to $5.95 

per cubic yard.   

Ms. Swenson brought forward that she has had an individual land owner ask for permission to use a pickup and 

trailer on the trail in order to harvest pine trees.  After considerable discussion about unauthorized vehicles and 

implements being seen on the trail, the consensus of the board was to deny permission for this type of use of 

the trail.   

Mr. Ramstad then brought information forward regarding problems being encountered with County Road 27 in 

the rural Twin Valley area with the 911 emergency system as well as the addressing system.  After much 

discussion it was decided that the easiest manner in which to fix the issue, would be to reassign the northern 

branch of County Road 27 going east of Hwy 32 with a new road number.  The Highway Department will begin 

working on this with the MN Department of Transportation.   

Bob also brought before the board the issue of the upcoming beet harvest and the management of mud on the 

roads with the wet conditions in the county.   Mr. Ramstad was wanting to know what the board members 

feelings were with regard to handling this and whether the responsible landowner should be charged for not 

managing their own mud brought out onto the road.   After much discussion, it was the feeling of the board that 

we needed to keep on top of the mud management in the best possible way.   

Jerilyn also updated the board with information that the soil borings were done to determine feasibility of 

building on property just east of the Highway Department building about a week and a half ago, but no report 

has been received at this point.  

James Brue, Attorney, was in to discuss legal matters and brought to the board that he has been notified that 

the individual who was the high bidder on the parcel of land in Section 12 of Bear Park Township, the 

abandoned gravel pit, has decided to withdraw his bid as he thought he was bidding on a different parcel.       

Mr. Brue asked if the board would accept the second highest bid, if that individual was still interested.  

Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to accept the bid of Rick Miller of JC & J Trucking.  Commissioner Hall 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   Attorney Brue will be contacting Mr. Miller in regards to this 

matter.   

Commissioner Gunderson then addressed the board regarding the matter of contracting service with Brad Visser 

to service the generator on a yearly basis.  He stated that Mr. Visser did not feel he wanted to enter into a 

contract agreement, but said that he would be interested in providing the service at a rate of $300 labor for the 

service, plus the cost of supplies.  Attorney Brue advised the board he did not feel they needed a written 

contract for this service and the board asked Kelly Kappes, custodian, notify Brad that we would like him to 

service the generator at his requested rate.   

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the payment of the following bills:     

Revenue - $58,890.77  Building - $852.10  Solid Waste - $175.39 

County Homes - $892.70 Road & Bridge - $118,549.35 

Total - $179,360.31 

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson adjourned the County Board of Commissioners meeting at 11:05 a.m.  

  

 

_____________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


